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Budgets 2007 

 

In December, Council approved the M.D. operating and 
capital budgets for the year 2007.  The upcoming year’s 
operating budget shows an overall increase of $129,813 
from Year 2006 budget, for general municipal purposes. 
The budget also allows for a 3.98% increase on overall 
taxation revenue.  
 
Municipal operating expenditures are budgeted at 
$2,721,027 ($2,591,214 in 2006), with a projected 
contribution to reserves of $279,300 at year end.  
 

 

Some highlights include: 
 
-  one new full-time position is added, in the 

Operations department: a Roads worker will be 
hired, to assist the Roads Foreman in his work. The 
Bylaw Enforcement/Safety Codes Officer position 
will also become a permanent full-time position: in 
2006, the position was a part-time (3 days a week) 
function.  

 
-  $15,000 is allotted for Administration to carry out 

the Tangible Capital Assets project: as a result of 
changes in accounting practices, Alberta 
municipalities will be required to value and 
depreciate/allocate asset costs over the item’s 
lifetime. This will require not only completion of 
inventories, but also a determination of the value of 
previously-unvalued capital assets (such as roads, 
underground utilities, etc.) 

 
- $10,000 is allocated for upgrades/repairs to the 

Operations shop in Exshaw. 
 
-A mixed plastics recycling program will be added to 

the Solid Waste Management function in the 
Operations department.  

 
- Increased activity will lead to increased revenues 

(and workloads) in the M.D.’s Planning department. 
Fees for planning documents/submissions have been 
increased, and funding is available for contract 
assistance professionals, as needed.  

 
-Funds have been allocated for aerial photography 
work in the M.D., and engineering assistance for an 
off-site levies review.  
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On the capital side of things, the M.D. has a 
budget of $18,906,500 for capital projects, 
many of which are basically “continuations” of 
projects started in Year 2006 and will be 
ongoing for the next two (2) to three (3) years : 

 
-Exhsaw Water Project $8,000,000 
 
-Exshaw Industrial Park Servicing $2,500,000 
 
-DMF Water Project $8,000,000 
 
-Jamieson Rehab (overlay) $150,000 
 
-Benchlands RD  $100,000 
(drainage issue) 
 
-Solid Waste Bins  $45,500 
(and possibly new transfer site)    
 
-New truck for Operations $37,000 
(approximate cost)  
    
-Communication Tower  $20,000 
(Jamieson F/D on going) 
    
 
-GR Firehall (on going) $20,000 
 
-Computer Upgrades $20,000 
 
-Quad for Agricultutal Fieldman $14,000 
 
The funding for the above-mentioned projects will 
come from grants, reserve accounts, local 
improvement charges, sale of assets, and outside 
contributions.  
 
Full details on the Year 2007 budgets can be provided 
by calling the M.D. office.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Farewell to Cheryl Mickelson 
 
The M.D. is sadly saying good-bye to a long-term 
employee, whose multi-talented skills will be hard to 
replace.  
 
Cheryl Mickelson (nee Hare), our Municipal Secretary, 
will be moving to Creston, B.C., by mid-March, with 
her family. Cheryl’s family is looking for a lifestyle 
change, and has found a good property/business 
opportunity in the Kootenay town (no, they haven’t 
purchased the Columbia Brewery, which is located in 
Creston…).  
 
Cheryl first started with the M.D. as an Administrative 
Assistant back in 1997, and through the years, she has 
acquired many duties that branch far beyond the 
Assistant role. She was responsible for Council meeting 
agendas/minutes/follow-up, booked 
appointments/travel arrangements for Councillors and 
Administration, was our Freedom of 
Information/Protection of Privacy Coordinator, acted as 
Returning Officer over several municipal elections/by-
elections, was our Records Manager in maintaining the 
M.D.’s files and archives, scheduled and coordinated 
special events, carried on duties under the M.D.’s 
Disaster Planning functions, had direct communications 
functions with our fire departments and bylaw 
enforcement services, and several other duties as well. 
Cheryl was one of the most knowledgeable people in 
the M.D. office, both on municipal administration, and 
the M.D. of Bighorn in general. Chances are, if you had 
ever contacted the M.D. office, you will have spoken to 
or corresponded with Cheryl, who was held in high 
regard by both M.D. staff and customers alike, for her 
friendly, helpful manner.  
 
Cheryl’s family includes her husband Leon, and two 
young daughters. Her last official day of work will be 
the end of February, although  
she may still be in the office,  
finishing up some details,  
until early March. The M.D.  
Council and staff want to  
thank her for all of her time  
and efforts with us, and also  
to wish her family good luck,  
in their new journeys in B.C. 
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Check out our website: 
 

www.mdbighorn.ca 



  
 
 

 
Council received a number of delegations in the 
months leading up to Christmas: Staff Sargeant 
Shannon Johnson of the Canmore RCMP detachment 
spoke on Community on Patrol initiatives, the Traffic 
Plan for the Canmore and area Detachment, and the 
quarterly police statistics; Frank Burstrom from the 
Exshaw Riding Association spoke with Council on 
the current Riding Association site (in the Exshaw 
Industrial Park, on lands leased from the M.D.) and 
the future use of that site; Debbie Oyarzun, 
Supervisor of the Agricultural Service Board (ASB) 
Program, with Alberta Agricultural, Food and Rural 
Development was in attendance to discuss the 
funding of the ASB Program and the M.D.’s 
opportunities for additional funding; Dave Nielson 
from Alberta Community Development out of 
Canmore was in attendance to update Council on the 
Bow Corridor Ecosystem Advisory Group and its 
operations; and Exshaw Principal Debra Anstey, with 
the Exshaw Leadership Group (students from Exshaw 
School) members, explained their activities in 
creative educational programs involving fund-raising 
and community awareness.  
 
In what could be the most ambitious proposal ever to 
surface in the M.D., Moondance Land Company Ltd. 
presented its draft Area Structure Plan and supporting 
documents, for the Horseshoe Lands at Seebe, for 
consideration of first reading. Moondance, in 
partnership with the Stoney Nakoda First Nation 
(through a numbered company) is seeking the 
necessary approvals to develop over 500 acres of 
total land holdings of almost 900 acres, at the former 
Transalta lands at Seebe. If the development moves 
forward as planned, the Horseshoe Lands project 
could add 3,000+ residential units, and have a 
population close to 6,000. Council gave first reading 
to  
 
Bylaw 19-06, the Horseshoe Lands Area Structure 
Plan, and scheduled two public hearings for early 
March, both to be in Exshaw.  
 
Despite Council agreeing to sponsor three attendees 
to the January Alberta Municipal Affairs “Be on the 
Ballot – Women Impacting Local Government” 

Workshop, no one stepped forward to volunteer to 
attend. Council had voted in favour of supporting up to 
three adult Bighorn residents to attend this workshop in 
Edmonton, extending financial support of up to a 
maximum of $350 per person for registration fees, 
accommodations and mileage. The offer was advertised 
in the December 2006 newsletter, but there were no calls 
received, from any interested parties.  
 
After a relationship that lasted many years, Council 
ended its legal services arrangement with Miller 
Thomson and appointed the firm of Brownlee LLP as 
the municipal solicitors for the M.D. of Bighorn, 
effective 1 Dec 06. Some key legal liaisons had departed 
from Miller Thomson in recent years, prompting the 
review of the M.D.’s legal services; it was determined 
that Brownlee, with offices in Calgary and Edmonton, 
and significant municipal experience, would provide the 
best solicitor services to the M.D.  
 
The M.D. is preparing a document intended to welcome 
new residents, and provide them with introductory 
information about the municipality and rural life. 
Initially called the “Greenhorn’s Guide to Bighorn”, the 
document will contain information about such things as 
water-well maintenance, septic systems, the importance 
of weed control, the lack of urban services in rural 
settings, etc.  Council requested Administration circulate 
the document with the introductory letter to all 
appropriate MD committees and boards for their input 
and that these groups be asked to suggest additional 
material for inclusion into a package of information for 
new residents/ratepayers to the MD of Bighorn. 
 
Council adopted an amended Economic Development 
Strategic Plan, which had been prepared during the 
spring/summer of 2006. The document will become part 
of the M.D.’s larger Strategic Planning work.  
Council discussed the possibility of having construction 
waste disposal guidelines as part of the Land Use 
Bylaw. The feeling was expressed that 
developers/builders should be source-separating their 
construction waste, before transporting it to the Francis 
Cooke Landfill, in an effort to promote both recycling 
and a lessening of landfilling reuseable material.  

Council Briefs Cont’d next page… 
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Gravel Sales  
Please note that the MD has crushed a stockpile of 
gravel located at the Griffin Valley gravel pit via 
Beaupre Creek Rd. and can once again offer gravel 
sales to residents in the area.  
  
The gravel sale is being planned for a Friday & 
Saturday in early July; watch for details regarding 
dates and pricing in our June newsletter as well as 
roadside notice boards put out preceding the sales.  
  
The MD will be selling gravel at a loaded pre 
determined price only, as in the past the residents are 
responsible for arranging for their own hauling; 
contact the Municipal Road Foreman at (403) 996-
0322 and he will be happy to assist by providing 
information on trucking companies in the area for 
hauling purposes. The sales may not be limited to 
MD residents only. 
 

Council Briefs Cont’d 
First reading was given to Bylaw 01-z/07, to amend 
the Land Use Bylaw to add source-separation of 
Construction/Renovation/Demolition wastes as a 
requirement for development, and a public hearing 
date set for February.  
 
A policy regarding the use of recording devices in 
Council meetings was approved: while not 
prohibiting the use of tape-recorders and video 
recording machines, the policy does establish some 
restrictive guidelines, intended to prevent misuse of 
taped sessions.  
 
In keeping with efforts to finalize a site for a 
municipal water-well in Exshaw, Council gave final 
readings to Bylaw 15/06, which allowed the 
Environmental Reserve lands (where the successful 
drilling of a well was completed) to be used for a 
municipal water-well. A number of other bylaws 
were also dealt with, during the past three months: 
final readings were given to Bylaw 05/05, to close a 
portion of road allowance in Dead Man’s Flats (to 
facilitate the sale of lands to the BHB Canmore 
project); second reading was given to Bylaw 04/06, 
the Community Aggregate Payment Levy bylaw, 
which will see the M.D. collect a levy on sand and 
gravel operations within the M.D.; Bylaw 17/06, 
which amends the 2006 Taxation Bylaw, by lowering 
the minimum tax payable, as per earlier Council 
discussions following stakeholder consultations; 
Bylaw 18/06, which amends the Harvie Heights 
waterline local improvement bylaw, was given all 
three readings.  
 
Council awarded a number of funding donations, 
based on the requested amounts: $2,000 was given to 
the Biosphere Institute, in recognition of their 
ecosystem information services; $250 was given to 
the 2007 Action for Agriculture conference, to be 
held March 16th, 2007; $450 was provided for the 
purchase of sports equipment to be used by the 
Exshaw Community “Drop-In Sports Nights” at the 
Exshaw School; $1,050 was provided to the Ghost 
Waiparous Trails Association, from the revenue 
generated by the seismic exploration on the related 
lands, for communications strategies to enhance use 
of the lease area; and $2,500 was provided to the 
Bow Valley WildSmart initiative, in recognition of 
their on-going efforts to reduce negative human-
wildlife interactions.  
 
 

Council renewed the janitorial contract for the M.D. 
office building, awarding a two year contract to 2000 
RPM Enterprises. Council also authorized 
Administration to enter into an agreement with the 
Canmore Branch of The Royal Bank of Canada, for the 
provision of banking services; the agreement shall be for 
a three year period commencing January 2007 and 
ending January 2010. The Canmore RBC has been the 
M.D.’s bank for the past three years; a full banking 
services review was completed, with proposals from five 
other banks considered.  
 
Long-time Agricultural Services and Environmental 
Advisory Board (ASEAB) member Bryne Weerstra was 
appointed as the ASEAB’s chair. Council also passed a 
resolution supporting in principle the Agricultural 
Services & Environmental Advisory Board’s Strategic 
Business Plan for the year 2007 
 
Council agreed to continue to participate in Family & 
Community Support Services provision to its residents, 
by entering into a Family and Community Support 
Services Funding Agreement with the Province. The 
M.D. splits this funding (along with the required 20% 
municipal contribution), giving part to the Town of 
Canmore and part to the Town of Cochrane: those 
municipalities provide the services to M.D. residents at 
the western and eastern (respectively) edges of the M.D.  
 

Council Briefs Cont’d next page… 
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Council Briefs Cont’d… 
Council conditionally approved the private 
development, to full municipal standards, of a half-
mile of road allowance in the West Jumping Pound 
area of the M.D. The developed road is to meet with 
the standards and conditions outlined in Policy T-16, 
the M.D.’s Roads Policy, and also to meet a number 
of other requirements.  
 
Support in principle was given to the development of 
an “Alberta Recreation and Parks Infrastructure 
Program” that would increase capital funding for 
recreation and parks infrastructure in Alberta. 
Council further requested that a letter expressing that 
support be sent to the applicable Minister and MLA 
the Hon. Janis Tarchuk. 
 
Council declined to support a private request to 
purchase adjacent Crown land in Exshaw, citing the 
importance of that Crown land as a wildlife 
movement area, as well as community protection 
from wind and dust, given the large foliage growing 
thereon.  
 
Councillor Maria Dunki attended the December 4 to 
6 AAMD&C session on Land Use Framework Cross 
Sector Forum to be held in Red Deer. She was one of 
200 attendees who worked on the Provincial Land 
Use framework initiative.  
 
Council authorized Administration to proceed with 
the Exshaw Industrial Park water and sewer servicing 
project, taking it from the current pre-design stage to 
provision of tender ready documents to full detailed 
design; then to seek and obtain construction proposals 
from pre-qualified contractors and return to Council 
for award.  
 
The Bow Basin Watershed Management Plan 
(BBWMP) – Phase One Terms of Reference was 
approved by Council. The document was prepared by 
the Bow River Basin Council. 
 
Council directed that, in order to continue to protect 
the buildings, notice again be given by 
Administration to TransAlta Utilities Corporation 
stating that Council is considering adoption of a 
bylaw to designate the Superintendent’s Residence 
and the school house in Seebe as municipal historic 
resources pursuant to s.26 of the Historical Resources 
Act. 

 
Council received and accepted for information a full list 
of M.D. Fire Trucks, with the anticipated replacement 
schedule. The list was provided to assist in projecting 
future capital purchases, with respect to fire equipment.  
 
The M.D.’s Roads Policy was amended slightly, in order 
to clarify some language with respect to the private 
development of road allowances and the Release/Hold 
Harmless agreements.  
    
Council amended Schedule “E” of Bylaw 32/96, the Fee 
Schedule Bylaw, to increase planning and development 
department fees as they relate to compliance 
assessments, documents, subdivisions, appeals, 
development permits, and building permits. Rates had 
been reviewed, and given pending development activity 
in the M.D., it was felt appropriate to revise the rates, to 
better recover expenses incurred.  
 
Administration was directed to prepare a letter 
summarizing the MD’s concerns regarding the 
Feasibility Assessment Report recommendations to the 
Chair and Vice Chair of the Calgary Regional Airshed 
Zone Committee and further copy the letter to all board 
members and council members. The Calgary Health 
Region is working on the establishment of an airshed 
management zone, that would include the M.D. of 
Bighorn; however one scenario contemplated, in the 
CHR’s Report, is to take a permanent air monitoring 
system in Exshaw (that currently operates all year round 
in the hamlet), and turn it into a portable system, 
operating six months in Exshaw and six months in 
Canmore. The M.D. has signaled, in the past, that the 
municipality will not accept any decrease in the level of 
service it presently has, and a six month monitoring 
period is considered a lessening of the current (full year) 
monitoring program.  
 
Council consented to enter into an agreement with Banff 
Gate Mountain Lodge (1999) to guarantee the conditions 
of Development Permit No. 41/06, a permit granted for 
construction of the sixth motel buildings at the Banff 
Gate Mountain Lodge.  
Please note that unadopted Council minutes, in their 
entirety, are usually posted on the M.D. web-site within 
a week of the Council meeting being held. Go to 
www.mdbighorn.ca/ , and click on “Minutes” under 
Virtual Bighorn on the right hand side of the page. 

 
 
 

 
 
Garbage Collection 
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Household garbage is collected 
from all containers within the 
M.D of Bighorn every Monday, 
Thursday and sometimes on 
Friday. As per our Bylaw-All 
garbage must be in garbage bags 
and deposited inside the 
residential container.  To help 
make this a more successful 
program and to assist us, our staff 
has placed a list of 
“ACCEPTABLE”  materials on 
each of the “ Garbage “container, 
We also installed signage that 
informs you as to what  materials  
are acceptable in the “Recycling” 
containers. 
 
In the past few years, M.D of 
Bighorn has noticed an ever 
increasing amount of 
“Unacceptable” items in and 
around garbage containers. Items 
such as cardboard, computers and 
computer equipment, sofa  
 
 

cushions, household furnishings, 
televisions, microwaves, lumber 
and clothing have been found in 
and around containers throughout 
the M.D of Bighorn.  These items 
can either be recycled, donated or 
go to the Francis Cook Landfill. 

 
At present, the M.D of Bighorn 
direct hauls all garbage to the 
city of Calgary. When 
Unacceptable items find their 
way in our bins, we incur extra 
work and trips to Calgary –This 
costs all of us money. 
Additionally, when larger items 
(like couches, TVs, furniture, 
electronics, etc…) are left 
around the bins, MD Staff have 
to manually load these items 
into trucks and again this adds to 
the normal costs. 
 
So we are asking for your help 
and consideration. And please 
note, if you are not sure about an  
 

item, please call us; we can help.  
If we all work together in this 
we will all save money and be 
proud of our achievements! 
Thank you! 
 
Recycling Program 
The M.D of Bighorn has been 
operating a fairly extensive 
recycling program and 
approximately 60 tonnes of 
recycled material a year are 
removed from the waste stream. 
Remember, quality is critical to 
the success of any recycling 
program and the M.D of 
Bighorn asks all residents to 
please keep all recycling 
containers free of contaminants 
as our staff must spend time 
removing any of these 
contaminants.  If in doubt about 
any item please call the Utilities 
Department at 673-3611 or 
Calgary direct at 233-7678. 

 

 
 
 

Trash Talk 
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Minimum Tax Notice 
 
M.D. ratepayers who were affected by the 2006 minimum property tax policy should be advised that Council 
will consider adjusting the minimum tax rate, when setting the 2007 taxation rates in April/May of this year.  
 
In 2006, the M.D. established a minimum property tax of $50.00 per tax roll, for municipal taxes, in order to 
cover the actual costs of assessing properties and issuing assessment/taxation notices. Some properties, due to 
their smaller size and/or lower assessment, paid very low property taxes: those taxes did not cover the cost of 
producing and mailing the tax notice. 
 
After consultation with a number of affected ratepayers, however, the decision was made to lower the 2006 
minimum tax to $20.00, and an indication was also given that Council will consider gradually increasing the 
rate, every year, until the cost recovery figure is reached.  
 
It is anticipated that the minimum tax, therefore, will rise from $20.00 per tax roll, to $25.00, for the municipal 
portion of the property tax bill, on the 2007 tax notices. Any property owner requiring more information about 
the minimum tax can contact the M.D. office, during regular business hours 
 



 

Rules for 2007 Spring and Fall Clean-Ups And Landfill Hours 
 

1.  Only brush will be picked up. 
2.  MATERIAL THAT IS IN BAGS WILL NOT BE PICKED UP. PLEASE USE 

COMPOST FACILITIES FOR LEAVES, GRASS ETC. 
3.  Other Materials will not be picked up and remain the responsibility of the resident to take 

to the appropriate recycling, or landfill site. Household garbage goes in the normal waste 
stream to Calgary. 

4.  No materials may be placed on road sides after midnight on Sunday. 
There is a limit of one five-ton truck size load per household. This is approximately the 
size of Truck 8 x7 x4 feet.  

5.  Material for pick-up should be no longer that 8 feet in length and neatly stacked alongside 
the roadway in a manner, which does not impair traffic or become a safety concern.  
Branches and bushes stacked with all the trunks parallel will be easier to pick-up with our 
Skid Steer. Material longer than 8 feet will not be picked-up. 

6.  There is no charge for this service. 
 
 

LOCATION   CLEANUP WEEKEND  PICK-UP DATES 
 
Harvie Heights  May 26 & 27, 2007   May 28, 2007 
    Sept 29& 30, 2007   October 1, 2007 
 
Exshaw    June 2 & 3, 2007    June 4, 2007 

September 22 & 23, 2007  September 24, 2007 
 
Deadmans Flats/  June 9 & 10, 2007   June 11, 2007 
Kananaskis Settlement September 15 & 16, 2007  September 17, 2007 
 
Lac des Arcs  June 16 & 17, 2007   June 18, 2007  
    September 8 & 9, 2007  September 10, 2007  
 
Benchlands   June 23 & 24, 2007   June 25, 2007 
    October 6 & 7, 2007   October 9, 2007 

 
 
 

FRANCIS COOKE REGIONAL LANDFILL 
HOURS OF OPERATION 
Monday though Saturday 
8:00am to 4:00pm 
For more information call 673-2708 
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The Requirement of Voter Identification 
The following notice was recently mailed out to all landowners in the MD of Bighorn. 
 
The Municipal District of Bighorn Council has given first reading to Bylaw 03/07, which will, upon 
receipt of second and third readings, establish the requirement for voters in the Municipal District of 
Bighorn to provide identification prior to being permitted to vote in the 2007 general election.  This 
bylaw is pursuant to the Local Authorities Election act, Section 53. 
 
NOTICE is hereby given that unless a vote of the electors is requested, in the form of a sufficient 
petition as provided for in Section 231 of the Municipal Government Act, Council may pass this Voter 
Identification Bylaw.  
 
A copy of the proposed Bylaw 03/07 may be inspected by the public during office hours, 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, at the Office of the Municipal District of Bighorn, which is located at #2 
Heart Mountain Drive, Exshaw, Alberta or view Bylaw 03/07 on the Municipal District of Bighorn’s 
website at www.mdbighorn.ca. 
 
In addition to meeting the requirements of Section 53(1) of the Local Authorities Election Act, a 
person who attends at a voting station to vote in an election must, to be eligible to vote, produce for 
inspection by a Deputy Returning Officer of the voting station one type of identification, verifying the 
identity and age of the person seeking to vote, from the following list of documents: 
 
Canadian Driver’s or Operator’s Licence;  Canadian Passport; 
Canadian Military Identification;   Birth Certificate; 
Baptismal Certificate;     Alberta Personal Health Card; 
Alberta Identification Card;    Certificate of Canadian Citizenship; 
Veteran Affairs Canada;     Old Age Security (OAS) Card; 
Firearms Licence Possession – Acquisition;   and Firearms – Possession Only Licence. 
 
In accordance with the Municipal Government Act, Section 1 (i), and the Local Authorities Election 
Act, Section 47, “Elector” means a person who: 
 
(a) is at least 18 years old; 
(b) is a Canadian Citizen; and 
(c) has resided in Alberta for the 6 consecutive months immediately preceding that day. 
 
All persons are hereby notified and they are required to govern themselves acc Any resident who 
would like to comment on this proposed bylaw, contact the CAO at 673-3611 or 233-7678(Calgary 
Direct) or martin.buckley@mdbighorn.ca before March 7, 2007 at 4:30 p.m. 
Dated at the Municipal District of Bighorn, in the province of Alberta this January 9th, 2007
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2007 Dog Licences 
 
Licences for dogs 6 months of age and older are required in areas of the MD where animal control services are 
provided: Dead Man’s Flats, Exshaw, Harvie Heights, and Lac des Arcs. Dogs that are used as guide dogs are 
exempt for this licensing requirement. Licences can be purchased at the administration office; fees are the same as 
last year. Please note, if you have 4 or more dogs, a kennel licence is required; contact our planning department for 
more information (also note that the M.D.’s zoning regulations may restrict areas where dog kennels can be located). 
  
Male or Female                                    Neutered or Spayed 
$100                                                                $20.00  
 

Proof that a dog is neutered or spayed must be provided the first time a dog is licenced. 
 
MAIL-IN DOG LICENCE FORM 
 
NAME 
 
ADDRESS 
 
NAME OF DOG                                                       BREED OF DOG 
 
                                                             
PROOF OF SPAY OR NEUTER ENCLOSED? (Only required if first time registering for a licence in Bighorn) 

 
  

Dog News 
 
There often seems to be confusion over what the responsibilities are for dog owners in the MD of Bighorn. In an 
effort to be clear, here is what you need to know if you own a dog in the MD of Bighorn:  
 
All dogs must be under your care and control at all times. The fine for ‘Running at Large’ is $100, regardless of 
where you live in Bighorn; in the Hamlets of Harvie Heights, Dead Man’s Flats or Lac des Arcs your dog is required 
to be on a leash. Care and control also extends to picking up after your pet; all owners are expected to immediately 
remove animal feces; the fine for failure to do this $250. 
 
Dogs in all hamlets, with the exception of Benchlands are required by law to have a licence. 
 
Having a licence is the law, and the law does not differentiate between dogs that never leave the property and those 
that do. If you own a dog and live in one of the above hamlets, you have an obligation to have it licenced. 
 
Getting a licence is simple – just call the MD of Bighorn office and they can take care of all the details over the 
phone. If you are licensing the dog for the first time in the MD of Bighorn you will have to supply proof of spay or 
neuter; this can be either faxed or mailed in. You can pay for your licence using Visa/Mastercard over the phone or 
cash/cheques/debit in person in the office. 
 
Finally, as the instance of complaints continues to rise, the MD of Bighorn is looking at ways to obtain greater 
voluntary compliance. We are asking that you please take a few moments to licence your dog and be respectful of 
your neighbours and environment by keeping your dog under your care and control. SCOOP YOUR POOP!  
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Payment Options 
Avoid penalty charges on your account by 
joining the pre-authorized payment plan for 
property taxes or sewer bills. This easy step will 
allow you to keep your accounts in good 
standing, without having to leave your home, 
and will save you money on bank charges and 
mailing costs.   
Simplify your life - call the M.D. office for 
more information. 
 
Visa/Master/Debit Cards 
In order to better serve you and provide the 
convenience of “using plastic”, the M.D. is now 
accepting Visa/ Master/Debit Cards for payment 
of goods and services. Payments on tax and 
utility accounts will be available through Debit 
transactions at the office.  Please note that credit 
cards will not be accepted for payment of taxes, 
utilities and permits (subdivision, building, etc.) 
 
Penalty charges on outstanding Property 
Taxes 
A Nine percent (9%) late payment penalty 
charge was applied to the outstanding current 
levy in July; and another nine percent (9%) late 
payment penalty charge will be applied to total 
property taxes outstanding on January 1, 2008. 
A reminder will be sent in September, to any 
property owner with outstanding property taxes.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How to Contact Us 
 
Reeve  
Dene Cooper ..........................673-3968  
 
Deputy Reeve  
Hugh Pepper...........................932-3700  
 
Councillors 
Paul Adams ............................673-3512 
Maria Dunki ...........................932-6863 
Paul Ryan ...............................673-2287  
 
 
Bighorn Office – Exshaw 
Local.......................................673-3611 
Calgary Direct ........................233-7678 
Fax................................ (403) 673-3895 
Email ...............bighorn@mdbighorn.ca 
Website.................. www.mdbighorn.ca 
 
Mailing Address: 
Box 310 
Exshaw, AB T0L 2C0 

Exshaw Sports Night 
 
Drop-in Sports night continues 
Every Wednesday and  
Thursday night at the Exshaw  
School. 
 

Youth (8-15)  Adults (18+) 
      Wednesday        Thursday 

 
Time: 6:30-8:30pm 

 
Cost: $1 Youth   $5 Adults 

 
Supervision provided on youth night.  Anyone 

interested in volunteering or to check the 
schedule can contact  

Emily Smith @ 673-3611 
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Parent Link Programs 
 
Parent Link is a parent resource program for 
parents and caregivers of children 0-6 years. The 
program offers free drop-in play and circle time 
programming, parent workshops, a resource 
lending library, family support, and information 
and referral services.  
There are full-time programs in Canmore and 
Cochrane and just opened a weekly satellite 
program in Exshaw all available to Bighorn 
residents. For information contact: 
 

Parent Link Cochrane – 851-2265 
Parent Link Canmore – 678-2529 
Parent Link Exshaw – 673-3611 


