





looking forward to converting
from their current lagoon storage
to an above ground tank-storage
system. Although frost conditions
have delayed completion,
construction of the steel tank
storage unit is well underway. Ivo
believes strongly in maintaining a
healthy environment for future
generations, so the opportunity to
participate in the voluntary EFP
process was welcomed. “It was a
costly upgrade, but I believe it’s
our responsibility as producers to
reduce the possibility of
operational hazards.”

His primary concern over lagoon
systems is the potential for
leakage and the subsequent
negative effect upon groundwater.
Which would in turn impact water
quality for both human and
livestock usage.

The new tank system will have
approximately nine months of
storage capacity. Manure
application is presently done only
on cropland, where incorporating
is more readily accomplished
thereby offering the most benefits.
For further information on both
the Canada-Alberta Farm
Stewardship Program (CAFSP)
and forthcoming EFP workshops
in your area offered by the Alberta
Environmental Farm Plan
Company (AEFP) call AEFP toll
free at 1-866-844-2337 or visit
www.AlbertaEFP.com

Alberta advances research to
turn garbage into electricity

Alberta research to turn municipal
waste into power is taking a major
step forward with a $29-million
boost from the province. The
funding will help design and build
a facility to convert municipal
waste into electricity.

"The focus is on developing an
environmentally-responsible and
economic alternatives to landfills
for the disposal of municipal

waste," said George VanderBurg,
Acting Minister of Innovation and
Science.

Building and operating the facility
is the third and final phase of a
project led by the City of
Edmonton's Waste Management
Branch and the Alberta Energy
Research Institute. The facility
will evaluate the performance of
gasification technologies using
different feedstocks and
demonstrate the commercial
viability of the optimized system.
"Developing new technologies
that make smarter and more
efficient use of conventional and
alternative energy resources is a
key pillar of Alberta's Integrated
Energy Vision," said Energy
Minister Greg Melchin." This
project builds on Alberta's world-
leading energy expertise."
Edmonton is the only city in
Alberta converting landfill gas to
electricity and will be the first to
convert municipal waste to a clean
synthetic gas for energy, relying
on EPCOR's

expertise in energy production.
Located at the Edmonton Waste
Management Centre, the
gasification demonstration plant
will provide other possible users
with information to support
decisions on converting feedstocks
such as municipal, industrial,
agriculture and forestry wastes
into clean energy.

Updated strategy completed
management

Alberta put the finishing touches
on a document that will help guide
planning and priority-setting for
provincial fisheries management
over the next five years.
The Fish Conservation Strategy
for Alberta 2006-10 is a "big
picture" framework document
aimed at ensuring that Alberta
manages fisheries in a sustainable

way and continues to provide
many benefits to residents.
Albertans provided important
input on a draft version of the
document.

"Many stakeholders provided
input on the draft strategy,
including nearly 400 residents
who participated in an online
survey," said David Coutts,
Minister of Alberta Sustainable
Resource Development.
"Members of the Alberta Fisheries
Management Round Table also
shared their views on the draft
version and this significant
collective input helped the
province finalize the strategy."
The strategy describes the vision,
goals and guiding principles for
provincial fisheries management
and fish conservation for the next
five years. It also outlines some
strategic approaches that
provincial fisheries staff will take
regarding fish stocking, habitat
conservation, fish population
surveys, public education and
outreach, development of
additional opportunities to harvest
fish and domestic, recreational and
commercial use of Alberta's
fisheries resource.

To view the Fish Conservation
Strategy for Alberta 2006-10, visit
the Alberta Sustainable Resource
Development website at
www.srd.gov.ab.ca/fw/fishing/ind
ex.html.

WHAT ARE OUR
PARTNERS DOING?

Mountain View County

Mark July 5 and 6 on your
calendar and sign up early for
Ladies Livestock Lessons hosted
by the Red-Bow Regional
Watersheds Alliance (Red-Bow)
at Red Lodge Outfitters and Guest
Ranch west of Bowden. Ladies




Livestock Lessons is for ladies
interested in learning more about
Riparian and Range Health, Stock
Dog Basics, Economics of
Extended Grazing and Water
Quality, Plant and Weed ID,
Trouble Shooting your Solar
Watering System, Successful
Women Ranchers and Livestock
Handling.

Clearwater County

February 22,1 pm. Regular
meeting of the Rocky Riparian
Group at Clearwater County.
April 11 Cows and Creeks: The
Best for Both seminar and trade
show at the Kurt Browning Arena
in Caroline, Alberta.

April 12 Alberta Invasive Plants
Council annual general meeting in
Red Deer at the Margaret Parsons
Theatre (Red Deer College). Call
Kim Nielsen at Clearwater County
for more information or visit
www.invasiveplants.ab.ca.

M.D. Rocky View

Shelterbelt Awareness Evening:
Feb 15, 2007,Airdrie Agricultural
Center

Gardening Workshop:
Feb 27, 2007, Kathyrn School

Raising Fish in your Pond
March 8, 2007, Airdrie Agricultural
Center

EFP Workshop:
March 14, 2007, Airdrie Agricultural
Center

Insects and Diseases:
March 14, 2007, Shelterbelt Health
Cochrane site

Gopher Control Day:
March 31, 2007, East of Airdrie

Producer Training Event:
April 3, 2007, Anhydrous ammonia
Airdrie Agricultural Center

Horse Health Workshop:
April 12, 2007, Airdrie Agricultural
Center

Pruning Workshop:
April 14, 2007, East of Airdrie

Acreage Lifestyles Show:
April 20 — 22, 2007, Stampede
Grounds

Red Deer County

Two watershed groups in Red
Deer County undertook water
quality testing during summer
2006 and received results at
meetings this winter.

The Friends of the Little Red Deer
River Society (FLRDRS) heard
that tests on the Little Red Deer
River, Olds Creek and Bowden
Creek showed favorable dissolved
oxygen levels. Fecal coliforms
tests showed more than half of the
samples did not meet Alberta
Water Quality Guidelines for
irrigation and one third did not
meet Alberta Water Quality
Guidelines for bathing and
recreation. Turbidity levels were
comparable to 2005. Nitrogen and
Phosphorus levels, although still
above Alberta median
concentration showed a decrease
of about 25%. The program will
continue in 2007.

Medicine River Watershed Society
(MRWS) heard that its sampling
program showed generally fair
water quality in the Medicine
River. All sites did have nutrient
and bacteria concentrations higher
than provincial or federal
guidelines for the protection of
aquatic life and/or drinking water
for human or livestock
consumption. However, relative
to other agricultural streams,
nutrient concentrations were
generally comparable or better,
but bacteria levels were much
higher than other agricultural
streams.

Two part Farm Business
Planning Course

March 1 Part I — Best Practices of
Leading Farmers — speaker Al
Scholz

March 7 Part II — Business
Planning Workshop with Reg
Shandro

To register contact Red Deer
County, 403-350-2150

Bio-fuel Information Session

February 28, 9 am - 3 pm
Bentley Agriculture Centre
Register with Barb Stock at the
Lacombe County office,
403.782.6601.

Raising Fish in Your Pond Seminar

March 7, 6 — 9 pm Council Chambers at
the Red Deer County Centre

To register contact Judy at Red Deer
County, 350-2163

Kneehill County
The Kneehill Watershed Advisory
Council (K.W.A.C.) initiated a
funding project to help maintain
the health of groundwater
resources. K.W.A.C. will fund
five community well
decommissioning projects at a
maximum of $200 each. The
K.W.A.C. board must receive
project proposals from community
groups for approval before
donating funds. The Orkney
Church group is the first recipient
of this funding.

NEWS BRIEFS
by C. Lacombe

Fund helped strengthen
Canadian beef profile to aid
BSE recovery
Projects to boosting beef nutrition
awareness received $9.25 million
in support from the National Beef

Industry Development Fund
(NBIDF) and played a key role in
BSE recovery for the Canadian
beef industry.

"The public response was very
positive," says Mike Cook, Beef
Information Centre chairman. "As
a result of these initiatives and the
broader effort, Canada became the
only country to increase domestic






















