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BIGHORN HAPPENINGS

By Dwight Tannas

The repeated success of our
"Living in the Natural
Environment" event testifies to the
continued interest and concern in
our region for living with wildlife
and the potential effects of the
Mountain Pine Beetle on our
forests. Dr. Cormack Gates'
presentation on proper planning to
protect biodiversity and a healthy
environment was also very well
received and has had me thinking
about actions we can take.

Land use is a concern that the
provincial government wants to
address through the "Land Use
Framework" (website is
http ://www. landuse. gov. ab. ca) and
Sustainable Resource
Development's "Integrated Land
Management Program"
(http : //www. srd. gov. ab. calland/u_
ILM program.html). Like many
initiatives, the government has
been gathering public opinion and
writing reports on the issue. This
process is to slow and time
consuming. Our municipality has
experienced this through the
process of the Access
Management Plan on the Ghost

a n d lY e t e r

and Waiparous areas. In fact,
some required government
legislation is still missing to put
the process into full effect.
In the past, the govemments and
society believed that we have to
make sure that all users have the
right to use a piece of land
equally. At a recent Living in
Watersheds lecture series
presentation on January 24, Dr.
Brad Stelfox of Forem
Technologies
(www. fo remtec h. c om/home/Ho me

) pointed out that perhaps we
should look first at the most
suitable use of a landscape and
then allow other uses, as long as
those uses don't hinder the main
use. A good example from the past
is the establishment of Alberta's
Forest Reserves and the legislation
to protect them. unlike what most
people think, they were
established to protect our
watersheds - not for the income
from forestry.
Another good example is the
protection of our remaining fescue
grasslands primarily because these
are native, but more importantly,
they are a huge carbon sink.
Fescue grasslands have the ability
to store more carbon in their root
systems than do forests. The
Miistackis Institute for the

ll .
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Rockies (http://www.rockies.ca./)
recently did a study about the
effects ofuses on a landscape.
They studied the use of lands over
time in the municipalities of
Foothills, Ranchlands and Pincher
Creek.
The final report study is on the
website and well worth reading. It
provides some surprising facts
about land use effects over time.
We all recognize that there is a
need for all uses, but there also is
a need to plan wisely.

Since there seems to be a lot of
interest in forest pests, the
Mountain Pine Beetle and weeds,
the Woodlot Extension Program of
Alberta Agriculture and Food will
host a workshop at Beaupre
Community Hall Feb.22,7-9 pm.
We will also be part of a ladies
grazing school. The "Ladies
Livestock Lessons" takes place
July 5 - 6 at Red Lodge Outfitters
and Guest Ranch west of Bowden.
To register for the Understanding
Tree Pests workshop at Beaupre
and to find out more about the
grazing school, please contact the
office.

IMPROVING YOUR
MANURE STORAGE - A

BMP PROJECT
by Ron Montgomery

The term beneficial management
practise (BMP) is becoming more
commonplace in today's
agriculture lingo. Encouraging and
adopting agriculture management
practises that also ensures the
long-term health and sustainability
of our environment offers tangible
benefits to both present and future
generations, whether one is a
producer or a consumer.
The Canada-Alberta Farm
Stewardship Program (CAFSP)
provides eligible Alberta
producers with varying financial
(up to $ 50,000) and technical

assistance to implement
more of CAFSP's listed

one or
beneficial

management practises (BMPs).
The producer must complete an
Environmental Farm Plan (EFP)
and receiv e a Statement of
Completion certificate to access
funds. The Alberta Environmental
Farm Plan Company (AEFP)
offers free EFP workshops in
numerous Alberta communities
that will assist interested
producers in identifying
environmental risks and
opportunities for their respective
operation.
Manure storage and handling can
be a challenge for many
producers. Spreading the manure
at the wrong time of year can
result in nutrient loss, but due to a
number of factors, including a lack
of storage space, this may often be
the case. Groundwater, surface
water and air quality may also be
negatively impacted. Planning and
initiating proper manure storage
and handling not only contributes
toward a healthier environment
but may also provide economic
advantages.
John Richter of Richter Farms
near Beisiker converted their
liquid poultry manure storage to

dry storage while still leavittg the
option open to include a dry

composting system sometime tn
the future. "The manure drying
system we've utilized has resulted
in a substantial improvement to
atmospheric conditions in the
barn. The effectiveness of the
drying system is also evident
when applying the now well-dried
manure to our fields in either fall
or spritrg in accordance with soil
test results."
Richter Farms had already planned
and installed the manure drying
system for their operation prior to
receiving the Statement of
Completion certificate, so
assistance with that particular
project wasn't possible. However
other project components of the
EFP/BMP, including GPS usage,
are currently underway.
John also feels there's an
economic threshold where
individual composting costs need
to be considered. Working in a
cooperative-like manner to
establish a centrally located
composting site that can be used
by several producers may also be a
cost effective option.
Ivo Dewit of Whitestone Dairies
in Mountain View County is

Feral Horses on the Burnt Timber spring 2005.
Photo by Dwight Tannas



looking forward to converting
from their current lagoon storage
to an above ground tank=storage
system. Although frost conditions
have delayed completion,
construction of the steel tank
storage unit is well underway. Ivo
believes strongly in maintaining a
healthy environment for future
generations, so the opportunity to
participate in the volunta{y EFP
process was welcomed. "It was a
costly upgrade, but I believe it's
our responsibility as producers to
reduce the possibility of
operational hazatds."
His primary concern over lagoon
systems is the potential for
leakage and the subsequent
negative effect upon groundwater.
Which would in turn impact water
quality for both human and
livestock usage.
The new tank system will have
approximately nine months of
storage capacity. Manure
application is presently done only
on cropland, where incoqporating
is more readily accomplished
thereby offering the most benefits.
For further information on both
the Canada-Alb erta Farm
Stewardship Program (CAFSP)
and forthcoming EFP workshops
in your area offered by the Alberta
Environmental Farm Plan
Company (AEFP) call AEFP toll
free at l-866-844-2337 or visit
www.AlbertaEFP.com

Alberta advances research to
turn sarbage into electricitv

Alberta research to turn municipal
waste into power is taking a major
step forward with a$29-million
boost from the province. The
funding will help design and build
a facility to convert municipal
waste into electricity.
"The focus is on developing an
environmentally-responsible and
economic alternatives to landfills
for the disposal of municipal

waste," said George VanderBurg,
Acting Minister of Innovation and
Science.
Building and operating the facility
is the third and final phase of a
project led by the City of
Edmonton's Waste Management
Branch and the Alberta Energy
Research Institute. The facility
will evaluate the performance of
gasifi cation technologies using
different feedstocks and
demonstrate the commercial
viability of the optimized system.
"Developing new technologies
that make smarter and more
efficient use ofconventional and
alternative energy resources is a
key pillar of Alberta's Integrated
Energy Vision," said Energy
Minister Greg Melchin." This
project builds on Alberta's world-
leading energy expertise."
Edmonton is the only city in
Alberta converting landfill gas to
elechicity and will be the first to
convert municipal waste to a clean
synthetic gas for energy, relying
on EPCOR's
expertise in energy production.
Located at the Edmonton Waste
Management Centre, the
gasifi cation demonstration plant
will provide other possible users
with information to support
decisions on converting feedstocks
such as municipal, industrial,
agriculture and forestry wastes
into clean energy.

Updated stratesv completed
for provincial fisheries

management
Alberta put the finishing touches
on a document that will help guide
planning and priority-setting for
provincial fi sheries management
over the next five years.
The Fish Conservation Stategy
for Alberta 2006-10 is a "big
picture" framework document
aimed at ensuring that Alberta
manages fisheries in a sustainable

way and continues to provide
many benefits to residents.
Albertans provided important
input on a draft version of the
document.
"Many stakeholders provided
input on the draft strategy,
including nearly 400 residents
who participated in an online
sun/ey," said David Coutts,
Minister of Alberta Sustainable
Resource Development.
"Members of the Alberta Fisheries
Management Round Table also
shared their views on the draft
version and this significant
collective input helped the
province finalize the strategy."
The strategy describes the vision,
goals and guiding principles for
provincial fi sheries management
and fish conservation for the next
five years. It also outlines some
strategic approaches that
provincial fisheries staff will take
regarding fish stockitrg, habitat
conservation, fish population
surveyS, public education and
outreach, development of
additional opportunities to harvest
fish and domestic, recreational and
commercial use of Alberta's
fisheries resource.
To view the Fish Conservation
Strategy for Alberta 2006- 1 0, visit
the Alberta Sustainable Resource
Development website at
www. srd. gov. ab .ca/ fw lfi shin gl ind
ex.html.

WHATARE OUR
PARTNERS DOING?

Mountain View Gountv
Mark July 5 and 6 on your
calendar and sign up early for
Ladies Livestock Lessons hosted
by the Red-Bow Regional
Watersheds Alliance (Red-Bow)
at Red Lodge Outfitters and Guest
Ranch west of Bowden. Ladies



Livestock Lessons is for ladies
interested in leaming more about
Riparian and Range Health, Stock
Dog Basics, Economics of
Extended Grazing and Water
Quality, Plant and Weed ID,
Trouble Shooting your Solar
Watering System, Successful
Women Ranchers and Livestock
Handling.

Cleanrater Gountv
February 22,1 pm. Regular
meeting of the Rocky Riparian
Group at Clearwater County.
April 1l Cows and Creeks: The
Best for Both seminar and trade
show at the Kurt Browning Arena
in Caroline, Alberta.
April 12 Alberta Invasive Plants
Council annual general meeting in
Red Deer atthe Margaret Parsons
Theatre (Red Deer College). Call
Kim Nielsen at Clearwater County
for more information or visit
www.invasiveplants.ab.ca.

M.D. Rocky View
Shelterbelt Awareness Evening:
Feb 15, 2007,Airdrie Agricultural
Center

Gardening Workshop:
Feb 27, 2007, Kathyrn School

Raising Fish in your Pond
March 8, 2007, Airdrie Agricultural
Center

EFP Workshop:
March 14, 2007, Airdrie Agricultural
Center

lnsects and Diseases:
March'14, 2007, Shelterbelt Health
Cochrane site

Gopher Gontrol Day:
March 31,2007, East of Airdrie

Producer Training Event:
April3, 2007, Anhydrous ammonia
Airdrie Agricultural Center

Horce Health Workshop:
April 12, 2007, Airdrie Agricultural
Center

Pruning Workshop:
April 14, 2007, East of Airdrie

Acreage Lifestyles Show:
April20 - 22,2007, Stampede
Grounds

Red Deer Countv

Two watershed groups in Red
Deer County undertook water
quality testing during summer
2006 and received results at
meetings this winter.
The Friends of the Little Red Deer
River Society (FLRDRS) heard
that tests on the Little Red Deer
River, Olds Creek and Bowden
Creek showed favorable dissolved
oxygen levels. Fecal colifofins
tests showed more than half of the
samples did not meet Alberta
Water Quality Guidelines for
irrigation and one third did not
meet Alberta Water Quality
Guidelines for bathing and
recreation. Turbidity levels were
comparable to 2005. Nitrogen and
Phosphorus levels, although still
above Alberta median
concentration showed a decrease
of about25o/o. The program will
continue in 2007.
Medicine River Watershed Society
(MRWS) heard that its sampling
program showed generally fair
water quality in the Medicine
River. All sites did have nutrient
and bacteria concentrations higher
than provincial or federal
guidelines for the protection of
aquatic life and/or drinking water
for human or livestock
consumption. However, relative
to other agricultural streams,
nutrient concentrations were
generally comparable or better,
but bacteria levels were much
higher than other agricultural
streams.

Two part Farm Business
Planning Course
March 1 Part I - Best Practices of
Leading Farmers - speaker Al
Scholz

March 7 Part II - Business
Planning Workshop with Reg
Shandro
To register contact Red Deer
County, 403-350-2150
Bio-fuel Information Session

February 28,9 an - 3 pm
Bentley Agriculture Centre
Register with Barb Stock at the
Lacombe County offrce,
403.782.660r.

Raising Fish in Your Pond Seminar
March 7, 6 -9 pm Council Chambers at
the Red Deer County Centre
To register contact Judy at Red Deer
County,350-2163

Kneehill Countv
The Kneehill Watershed Advisory
Council (K.W.A.C.) initiated a
funding project to help maintain
the health of groundwater
resources. K.W.A.C. will fund
five community well
decommissioning projects at a
maximum of $200 each. The
K.W.A.C. board must receive
project proposals from community
groups for approval before
donating funds. The Orkney
Church group is the first recipient
of this funding.

NEWS BRIEFS
by C. Lacombe

Fund helped strenothen
Ganadian beef profile to aid

BSE recoverv
Projects to boosting beef nutrition
awareness received $9.25 million
in support from the National Beef
Industry Development Fund
(NBIDF) and played a key role in
BSE recovery for the Canadian
beef industry.
"The public response was very
positive," says Mike Cook, Beef
Information Centre chairman. "As
a result of these initiatives and the
broader effort, Canada became the
only country to increase domestic



beef consumption following a
BSE incident."
The competitiveness of the
Canadian beef industry changed
dramatically in May of 2003,
when a cow in Albertatested
positive for BSE. Canadian beef
producers quickly lost export
markets for beef products. That
dictated an urgent need to develop
the industry's domestic program
for those beef products.
To address that need, the BIC
developed a Commercial Beef
Utilization Strategy, designed to
increase the size of the
commercial beef market
domestically, increase market
share within that domestic market,
and add value to beef products
through product innovation.
The strategy was delivered
through more than a dozen
different programs, including
several backed by NBIDF
funding.
"The various efforts showed
Canadians they can feel good
about eating beef," says Mina.
More information on the campaign
projects is available on the NBIDF
Web site,www. cattle . c a,/NB ID F .

Broad strategv shows
progress on maior pig

disease
Although a major pig virus
continues to threaten the
livelihood of Canadian pork
producers, front line researchers in
the global pork industry say they
are making progress in the fight.
Porcine circovirus associated
disease (PCVAD) has produced
severe losses for pork producers
worldwide, but poses no threat to
humans.
Robert Desrosiers, a technical
service veterinarian with
Boehringer Ingelheim, gave a
"state of the union" on what
causes the disease, its clinical
signs, lesions or physical changes,

transmission means and control
options. He also discussed some of
the questions that remain
unanswered. He was one of five
speakers from around the world to
tackle the subject atahalf-day
session of the Banff Pork Seminar,
January 16-19,2007.
"The symptoms and lesions are
fairly well characterized and new,
effective vaccines are now
available to pork producers," says
Desrosiers. "We af,e also finding
that certain genetic lines, or
genetic combinations, such as a
specific boar line with a specific
sow line, are producing pigs that
are more resistant to the disease
than others. Management practices
that appear to reduce the severity
of problems have been identified,
but very few appear to give
consistent results."
Vaccines available today have
been shown to be effective in the
control of the disease, and in many
situations a complete elimination
of problems was observed. This
appears to be particularly true for
piglet vaccines. Good results have
also been observed with a vaccine
used in gilts and sows, but the
results may not be as consistent,
says Desrosiers.
"While it is clear that genetics can
have an impact, the data is not all
going in the same direction, so
care should be taken before
making radical changes to a pork
production program. In my
opinion, however, genetics, with
vaccines, is one of the control
options that offers the most
possibilities," says Desrosiers.
The Deparhnent of Agricultural,
Food and Nuffitional Sciences,
University of Alberta, in
cooperation with Alberta Pork,
Alberta Agriculture and Food and
other pork industry representatives
from across Canada coordinate the
Banff Pork Seminar. Visitthe
Banff Pork Seminar web site.

www.banffo ork. ca for the
program and proceedings of 2007.

AqroloEists work with
farmers to look for new

solutions for soil
conservation

Extension efforts that have
farmers and soil conservation
specialists sharing ideas and
knowledge are producing soil
conservation solutions for crops
that may not be suited to no-till
farming.
The best way to have farmers
embrace new ideas and for
scientists to look for new ideas, is
to look to farmers for inspiration,
says a soil conservation specialist.
"It's just like planting seeds," says
Odette Menard, a soil and water
conservation specialist with the
Quebec Ministry of Agriculture.
"Farmers talk to each other and
share what they are doing - those
are the actions that plant the seeds
for ideas. It is also important for
researchers to be open to new
ideas and approaches."
Glen Hass, a retired agrologist and
former executive director of the
Soil Conservation Council of
Canada says that while the
conditions across the country may
differ, the objective of sustainable
growth is the same.
"No matter where you farm in
Canada, the challenge for
producers is to balance the
requirements of best management
practices with economics," he
says. "Farmers will adopt
improved crop production
practices as long as they make
economic sense."
Hass says that research needs to
take a whole system approach and
identiff practices that provide a
balance between crop rotation
systems and nufient management
systems. He looks for research that
balances crop and livestock



production systems so they fully
complement each other.
For a more in-depth feature article
on this subject, visit the Soil
Conservation Council of Canada
(SCCC) Web site at
www.soilcc.ca.

Sgateqic financial
management trumps bioloqv
in todav's competitive pork

prod uction envi ronment
Pork producers must be as
comfortable in the banker's office
as they arc in the pig barn to stand
the best opportunity for success in
today's competitive pork
production environment.
That was the message delivered by
three experts on financial
management approaches for the
pork indusff, in a session on
managing pig debt at the Banff
Pork Seminar.
"Don't allow yourself the luxury
of looking only at biological end
points," says Dr. Gary Dial of
Greenleaf Agribusiness, LLC. "It
is easy to be dazed and confused
by financial information. But the
understanding you have in terms
of production is actually much
more sophisticated than financial
information generated by your
farm. It's just a matter of
expanding your focus to conquer
financial data."
Learning the fundamentals of
strong business plans and financial
management approaches for
today's pork market can help
producers improve their success in
re-negotiating debt with banks,
says Claude Bilodeau of National
Bank of Canada. It can also
strengthen overall experiences
working with lenders, partners and
investors. Perhaps most important,
it provides a foundation for
identifying and attaining goals for
long-tefin success.
"A strong business plan and
approaches will help your business

thrive during good times, prepare
for poor times and helps keep your
banker and investors confident
throughout," says Bilodeau. "Even
today with all the unfavorable
events affecting producers'
earnings, we remain confident that
our best clients will overcome this
sifuation and come back stronger."
Full program and proceedings of
the2007 BanffPork Seminar are
on the web site,
www.banffpork.ca.

'Biq picture' manaqement
can benefit pork producers.

sav analvsts
Optimizing, not maximizing pork
production is what puts the most
money in the pockets of pork
producers, say two pork industry
analysts from the University of
Minnesota. The key is a "big
picture" approach that focuses on
quality management and
recognizes the value of each link
in the pork production process.
In a presentation at the2007 Banff
Pork Seminar, John Deen and
Stephanie Rutten-Ramos outlined
the management factors that
prevent pork producers from
attaining optimum production and
things that can be done to
overcome those challenges.
" Optimization means system-wide
management and, on a pork
operation, that may mean less
emphasis on the performance of
individual units and more on how
the system is performing overall,"
says Deen. "These are things we're
starting to do, but still have a way
to go."
Optimization of production also
means an investment in records,
people and methodological skills.
"Because the pork industry has
such a broad range ofinputs that
vary in quality and outcome, it is
particularly reluctant to invest in
the monitoring and analysis that
enhance optimum production," he

says. "But when such resources
are available, the opportunities for
improvement in swine production
rise to a new threshold."
Decisions based on quality
management should be based on
the "five whys," says Deen.
"When there's a problem, we
should be looking at not only one
'why'but a set of at least five
'whys'to discover the things that
went wrong throughout the system
to create the problem. Again,
optimization is a matter of
recognizing the links in the system
and acting accordingly. It's
something we're starting to do, but
the opportunities are endless."
Full program and proceedings of
the2007 BanffPork Seminar are
on the web site,
www.banffpork.ca.

Water conservation
challenqes outlined to

international pork industrv
With water becoming the next
limiting resource in pork
production, water management
and conservation will be key to
adapting to climate change, wams
a prominent environmental
researcher from the University of
Regina in Saskatchewan.
"The greatest risk climate change
presents is reduction in the
amount, quality and distribution of
water supplies, the result of a
wanner, semi-arid climate," says
David Sauchyn, whose
presentation was part of the 2007
Banff Pork Seminar, an annual
seminar.
"Although Alberta has the
capacity to adapt to a warmer,
drier climate and an overall
history of adaptive management,
the wlnerability to drought we see
across the Prairie provinces
suggests that we need to be better
prepared at both an individual and
community level."



There are a number of factors that
leave large areas of the Prairie
provinces vulnerable to climate
change, says Sauchyn. "Research
has clearly shown that the prairies
had a historical susceptibility to
drought long before the land was
settled. We have been hit pretty
hard by drought over the past 150
years, but it could get a lot worse."
The forecast is not entirely
negative, says Sauchyn. The
possibility of a warmer, longer
growing season, for example,
holds potential for many
producers. "The key to these new
opportunities, however, is a
concerted effort to control
greenhouse gas emissions and
adopt policies that enable
individuals, corporations and
communities to adapt to a warmer
and drier climate. The main role of
individuals and small businesses
such as farms will be to manage
resources in order to build
resistance to climate change."
Full program and proceedings of
the2007 Banff Pork Seminar are
on the web site,
www.banffuork.ca.

New publication from Alberta
Environmental Farm Plan

Gompanv
A new publication available free
of charge to Alberta producers
provides an overview ofthe
Environmental Farm Plan (EFP)
program in Alberta and an easily
scanned snapshot ofthe resources
available.
The publication is a special print
version of the AEFP Journal, a
Web-based magazine that offers
producers success stories, EFP
program information and links to
resources. The AEFP Journal Web
magazine is updated throughout
the year and is also available free
of charge at the Alberta
Environmental Farm Plan

Company (AEFP) Web site,
www.AlbertaEFP.com.

Report concludes that
effective air-seeder openers
are specific to farm needs

A new report summarizing the
testing of seven air-seeder openers
showed that each opener had
strengths in different areas.
According to the AgTech Centre,
producer purchasing decision
should be based on their particular
farm needs.
"We completed seven individual
reports and one overall summary,
but you won't see a side-by-side
comparison," says Blaine Metzger,
a project technologist with the
AgTech Centre in Lethbridge,
Alberta. "Each opener was best
under different circumstances. We
tested each opener under the same
conditions and drew conclusions
based on their performance. The
farmer can now decide what
works best for their operation."
Each of the individual evaluation
reports and the overall report are
now available electronically from
the AgTech Centre or from the
opener manufacturer.
For more information contact:
Blaine Metzger, Project
Technologist, AgTech Centre,
Lethbridge, (403) 329 -1212. W eb
site : www.agric. gov.ab.ca

Groundbreaking vaccine
approved to protect water

and food supplv from E.coli
0157:H7 contamination

A groundbreaking vaccine for
cattle that will protect water and
food supplies from the toxic E.
coli Ol57:H7 bacteriahas been
approved for release in Canada,
thanks to a research program that
began at the University of
Saskatchewan's Vaccine and
Infectious Disease Organization

(VIDO) and the University of
British Columbia (UBC).
"This makes Canada the first
country in the world to have
access to a vaccine for control of
E. coli Ol57:H7," saidVIDO
Director Dr. Lome Babiuk.
Studies show the new vaccine
greatly reduces the amount of E.
coli 0157:H7 bacteria shed by
cattle into their environment. This
in tum lessens the chances of
contamination of water supplies,
and helps ensure greater safety of
food products destined for grocery
shelves.
VIDO (www.vido.org) is aworld
leader in the research and
development of vaccine and
immunotherapeutic technologies
for livestock and humans. VIDO is
a non-profit oryanization owned
by the University of
Saskatchewan. It collaborates
extensively with external institutes
and companies and provides a rich
training environment.
For more information, contact:
Tess Laidlaw, Communications
Officer, VIDO, (306) 966-1506 or
tess. laidlaw@usask.ca

Research drives manure
technoloqv for the 21st

Genturv
Research innovations are critical
to make it more practical and
economical for Canada's beef
industry to manage manure, says
Dr. Xiaomei Li of the Alberta
Research Council.
"Our technology to produce
animals is modem technology -
2 I st century technology,"
observes Li, a senior scientist in
the environmental technologies
unit. *But equally important is
technology to manage the manure
that results from that production.
That technology has not been 2lst
century technology, so that's
where we're pushing to catch up.
The beef industry is doing an



excellent job of managing manure
to the best of its ability
considering the limited tools it
has. What we need is a push for
better technology to take manure
management as a whole to another
level."
More of Li's perspective on the
challenges and opportunities for
manure management is featured in
a new, "Perspectives on Beef
Science" article, now available on
the Meristem Land and Science
Web site, www.meristem.com.
For more information contact: Dr.
Xiaomei Li, Senior Scientist
Alberta Research Council, (780)
4s0-5290.

Research champions new
approach to antimicrobials

for beef industl
Research is helping Canada's beef
industry strengthen the
management of antimicrobial
drugs, to reduce resistance issues
and producer cost while
supporting animal health.
"Finding ways to reduce reliance
on antimicrobials is not an easy
ffrg, but it's clear that's the
direction the industry has to
move," says Dr. Tim McAllister,
beef cattle researcher at
Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada's (AAFC) Lethbridge
Research Centre.
"We have the knowledge today to
manage animals better. We know
about handling procedures that
minimize stress. And we know
about a range of animal
management practices in the
feedlot, including dietary
strategies that can minimize the
risk of disease without adding
major cost to production.
Employing those practices can go
a long way toward reducing
reliance on antimicrobials."
McAllister discusses the research
effort to strengthen antimicrobial
strategies in a new, "Perspectives

on Beef Science" article on the
Meristem Land and Science Web
site, www.meristem. com.
For more information contact: Dr.
Tim McAllister, Research
Scientist Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada, (403) 317-2240

CLA research aims to fatten
beef producer pocketbooks

New marketing firepower for beef
producers and their industry is a
major potential benefit of research
and development into conjugated
linoleic acid (CLA).
"CLA is showing promise as a
fatty acid with many positive
health benefits," says Bruce
Beattia, & Sundre, Alta., farmer
and chair of the CLA Network.
"'We know it's produced naturally
by beef cattle and is a component
of beef products. As the science
progress continues, this is creating
a fresh, positive message we can
take to consumers about the health
value of beef."
Based in Alb erta, the CLA
Network is a collaborative team
devoted to harvesting the potential
of natural beef and dairy CLA. It
includes members from academia,
industry and government,
including representatives from
many areas of expertise such as
research, food industty, health and
communications.

www.CLAnetwork.com.
Background information on the
CLA Network and arange of other
articles on CLA progress are also
available on the site.

SHELTERBELTS
CREATE COZY

CLIMATE
by C. Lacombe

John Moore says he will never
regret planting his shelterbelts. In
the early 1980s, Moore planted
about l l miles of caragana
shelterbelts. He broke his fields
into 80-acre parcels and bordered
the entire fields.
"They're good shelterbelts; except
I wish I'd put in a White Spruce
every 40 or so feet to get a little
extra height. White Spruce grow
quickly and are drought tolerant;
they are an excellent tree." He
adds that the White Spruce trees
he planted around the yard at the
same time are now 20 feet tall. He
likes the caragana, but notes that
they begin to break apart and fall
down when they get older.
At the time Moore planted the
shelterbelts; he grew grain in most
of the fields and soon noticed a
big difference in his crops. He
noticed that as he got 150 yards
away from the shelterbelt, the crop

changed.
"It had a marked decrease in crop
production at the center of the
fields," he explains where the
shelterbelt protection ran out and

More information on potential of
CLA for the beef industry,
including further perspective from
Beattie, is featured in a new article
available on the Web, at

greEn

carflgana



wind could batter the crop and
steal moisture.
Moore now finds that the fields
make excellent protection for the
cattle to graze.
Moore says the time commitment
to establish the shelterbelts is well
worth it.
He recently found out about a new
shrub he wants to try. Sea
buckthom might be a viable crop
as well as being a shelterbelt. Visit
http : //www . agr. gc.cal pfr a/shelterb
elVshbpub62.htmto read an article
called Sea-Buckthorn a Promising
Multi-Purpose Crop for
Saskatchewan
Moore also enjoys the wildlife
athacted to the farm by the
shelterbelt protection.
o'I can drive around a field and
scare up 20-25 coveys of parhidge
- not individual birds, but
coveysr" he says.
According to Agroforestry
Specialist Don George, many
people plant shelterbelts to attract
wildlife. Shelterbelts not only
provide habitat for songbirds and
other small animals, they also
provide food for some of the
larger animals such as deer, elk
and moose.
However, wildlife habitat is just
one potential benefit to a well
established shelterbelt.
"The heating costs of farm
buildings without a shelterbelt is
upto25Yo higher than one with a
quality shelterbelt," George points
out. "They can also minimize the
large drifts that you have to clean
out from around your buildings."
Shelterbelts also protect livestock
and provide shade to reduce
evaporation from dugouts in the
summer.
"An argument that some people
make is that the shelterbelt robs
the crop right along side it of
moisture and nutrients; which is
true. The thing to consider is that
the shelterbelt provides protection
up to 20 times the height of the

trees. A long way out into the
field, you still receive benefits
from the shelterbelt," George
argues. He adds that they also
provide protection for emerging
crops.
The kind of plants to use and the
size of the shelterbelt depend on
the goal for the shelterbelt -

farmstead, soil protection or
wildlife enhancement.
"You need to assess what is you
want the trees to do. Then you
assess the space you have for the
treesr" he says.
"Prairie Farm Rehabilitation
Administration (PFRA)
recommends five rows of trees;
which takes space. If you don't
have that much space, you can use
less rows, but you loose protection
quality," George explains.
He recommends two rows of
shrubs, two rows of deciduous
trees and a row of conifers. It's
vital to protect those conifers for
five years while they establish to
reduce mortality and ensure solid
establishment.
One of the problems that people
run into is that they want fast
growing trees. However, the fast
growing varieties, poplar and
willows, are susceptible to dry
years.
"You can lose all your trees in one
or two years," he says adding that
the poplars also have a relatively
short lifespan - 25 years.
Little seedlings don't compete
with grass very well. You need to
keep the grass back 2-3 feet until
the trees established. The PFRA

Shelterbelt program now has a
mulch fabric you can use to help
with this.
Visit
http : I I vrvrw .agt . gc .ca/ pfralshelterb
elt e.htm for complete
information on the progrutm and
application forms.

Deadline for Trees Fast
Approaching
by Dwight Tannas

The Deadline for applying for
trees is March 15, 2007. For
PFRA Shelterbelt Trees the
website is
http : //www. agr. gc . c a/p fralshe lterb
elt_e.htm Phone 306 695 2284
Fax 306 695 2568. Remember
you have to have more than 39
acres of land and be a farmer to
receive these trees. If you have a
smaller acreage you can obtain
trees at anominal cost from the
Alberta Shelterbelt Program.
Their website is
www.marketland.net Phone 403
224 3544 Fax 403 224 2455. We
also have some applications forms
at the office.

WILD HORSES
by Dwight Tannas

There seems to be a lot of interest
in the media these days about the
so called wild horses of the eastern
slopes! In fact there are no wild
horses in Alberta but there are a
great number of feral horses.

What is the difference?
When white man first came
to this part of western
Canada the native peoples
were obtaining their first
horses. In fact the dog
travois was the common
means of transporting goods
by them at the time. Our
feral or escaped horses are a
part of the early history of
our municipality. Many of



our early settlers raised horses to
be sold

to settlers. There were no fences
at the time and open range was
where the horses were raised. In
fact, when my family first
obtained land in the area in 1967,
there were still areas where
boundary fences did not exist.
Just after the turn of the century,
before the fences, Bill Loblaw
raised blue roan draft horses on
the Little Red Deer on land that is
now ranched by the Dutchik
family. To the north on the
Grease Creek Pete Heidebrecht
raised horses as well. Pete died
this past year. Pete did contribute
information to a couple of history
books and I will miss his stories of
the days past. Many others
utilized the open range to raise
stock as well.

Horses can paw through the snow
for feed and do not rely on man to
feed them in such conditions. On

open range it was difficult to
collect all the colts for weaning. In
fact, many of the horses remained
running free for years at atime.
Yes they did become wild. At the
same time; loggers, hunters and
ranchers lost horses to the roaming
feral herds. Some pioneers retired
their old saddle horses to run free
rather than ship them to the glue
factory. As a result, many of the
feral horses have brands.

The numbers have fluctuated
greatly even in the forty years I
have been involved in the area.
range management dictates that
we maintain biodiversity. At
times there have been too many
horses on the landscape and
overgrazingtook place. This is
still a concern today. Proper range
management principles tell us that
we should differ grazing on our
native rangelands in early spring
till about June. This allows for
proper plant growth and vitality.
Ranchers are not allowed to put

their cattle on the grazing
allotments till June and have them
off on the first part of November.
The horses however are on the
land year round. Horses, like
man, tend to be lazy and remain
on the river flats where life is
easy. This results in damage to
the rangelands and riparian areas.
Many environmentalists believe
that perhaps the best alternative
would be to remove the non native
horse from the area much like they
did at Suffield. At Suffield they
introduced native Elk those
numbers can be more easily
regulated. Perhaps a true native
animal like the Elk or Bison could
be reintroduced to the area. In any
case, the feral horses remain at
large in unmanaged herds.

Pete Heidebrecht's cabin on Grease Creek close to the Harold Creek Ranger Station. Man
second from left is the legendary Alberta outdoors man Ole Olson. The Olson Ridge on
the west side of the Grease Creek is named in his honour. This photo by Pete Heidebrcht.


